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Summary of State Laws on Human Cloning* 
Current as of May 2011 

 

   

 

   8 States prohibit human cloning for any purpose.  This means that the law bans the creation of cloned human embryos for 

both embryonic stem cell research which destroys the cloned embryo, as well as banning the creation of a cloned human 

embryo to implant in a uterus for childbirth):  Arizona, Arkansas, Indiana, Michigan, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South 

Dakota, Virginia, (and a 1973 Minnesota law seems to prohibit the destruction of a cloned human embryo for research) 

 

  4    States expressly prohibit state funding of human cloning for any purpose:   Arizona, Indiana, Louisiana, Michigan  

 

10  States expressly allow “clone and kill” research.  This means that the law prohibits cloned embryos to be implanted for 

childbirth, aka “banning reproductive cloning’, and thus the law implicitly or explicitly allows for cloned human embryos to 

be destroyed in research, aka “allowing therapeutic cloning”:  California, Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, 

Massachusetts, Missouri, Montana, New Jersey, Rhode Island (RI statute expired 7/7/2010) 

 

  5 States expressly allow state funding for embryonic stem cell research that destroys human embryos (derived both from 

human cloning or from in vitro fertilization (IVF) in fertility clinics): California, Illinois, Missouri, Maryland, New York   

 

  2States expressly include “human cloning” as a practice that health professionals cannot be compelled to participate in 

under their healthcare rights of conscience laws:  Idaho, Louisiana  

 

*There is no federal law banning the practice of human cloning for any purpose.  (but see Dickey Wicker on page 10) 
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 United Nations Declaration on Human Cloning (2005) (recommending 

comprehensive ban for any purpose – both research and childbirth)   

http://www.c-fam.org/docLib/20080625_Declaration_on_Human_Cloning.pdf 

 

DICKEY-WICKER AMENDMENT (has the effect of prohibiting federal funding of human 

cloning for biomedical research; there are current efforts to repeal it for this reason). 

 

The Dickey Wicker Amendment is a budget rider to the annual HHS appropriations bill.  It has been passed in the current form every 
year since 1996.  The most recent  can be found in the Omnibus budget bill (Pub. L. No. 111-8): http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/C?c111:./temp/~c111HrQpZt  
 
The language provides as follows: 
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